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Frequently Asked Questions

Who is participating in the 5" Youth Choir Festival NW?

2026 Guest Conductor: DR ANTHONY TRECEK-KING

Dr. Anthony Trecek-King (b. 1975) is an acclaimed choral conductor, scholar, pedagogue,
and media personality with over 20 years of experience. He currently serves as a Resident
Conductor with the Handel and Haydn Society, Artistic Director of Berkshire Choral
International & Creative Advisor for the Voces8 US Foundation.

Renowned for his ability to create moving performances with a wide range of dynamics and
depth of expression, Dr. Trecek-King excels at cultivating musicians of all levels. His
collaborative rehearsal style bridges the gap between high art and humanity, captivating
audiences while maintaining exceptional sonic quality.

Throughout his career, Dr. Trecek-King has collaborated with diverse artists and ensembiles,

including Leslie Odom Jr., Melinda Doolittle, the San Francisco Symphony Chorus, The Houston Chamber Choir, Seraphic Fire,
Border CrosSing, the Minnesota Chorale, Keith Lockhart, John Williams, Gil Rose, Simon Halsey, Yo Yo Ma, and Roomful of
Teeth. Ensembles under his direction have contributed to projects that won a Pulitzer Prize (Madam White Snake, Zhou Long),
received a Grammy (Fantastic Mr. Fox, Boston Modern Orchestra Project), and earned the National Arts and Humanities Youth
Program Award (Boston Children's Chorus).

Dr. Trecek-King has led performances in prestigious venues worldwide, including Boston Symphony Hall, the Kennedy Center,
Carnegie Hall, Royal Albert Hall, and the Sydney Opera House. Beyond conducting, he has hosted the classical radio show
"The Silent Canon" on KNVO 90.7 and appeared on the Emmy award-winning WGBH television series "Sing That Thing," as
well as delivering two TEDx Boston talks.

His academic credentials include a B.M. in Cello Performance from the University of Nebraska at Omaha, an M.M. in Orchestral
Conducting from Florida State University, and a D.M.A. in Choral Conducting from Boston University.

Dr. Trecek-King resides in the Boston area with his partner Melanie (of Thinking is Power) and their cat.

Bellevue Youth Choirs — Sonare Bainbridge Youth Choir

Bellevue, WA Bainbridge Island, WA
www.bellevueyouthchoirs.org www.seattlegirlschoir.org

Endolyne Children’s Choir Spectrum Choral Academy

— Ovation & Encore — Children’s Chorus, Youth Chorus & Ensemble
West Seattle, WA Gig Harbor, WA

www.endolynechoir.org www.spectrumchoir.com

Cache Children’s Choirs — Cantate
Logan, UT
www.cachechildrenschoir.org

Where is the festival held?

University of Puget Sound — located in the heart of the Pacific Northwest — offers a beautiful and intimate 97-acre
campus environment in Tacoma'’s vibrant North End neighborhood. The UPS buildings and grounds offer a
peaceful and picturesque setting with an innovative mix of original charm graced by contemporary touches. For
more info about UPS, visit: www.pugetsound.edu
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When and where is the festival concert?
The concert will be held Sunday, May 31 at 4:00 PM in Schneebeck Concert Hall located in the Music Building at
University of Puget Sound. This concert will feature all festival choirs, performing individually and combined!

How much do festival concert tickets cost and where do we purchase them?
Concert tickets are $20 — Festival Seating To purchase visit: www.youthchoirfestival.com
We expect this concert to sell out. Families should purchase tickets soon!

Should the massed choir pieces be memorized?
Yes — all massed choir pieces must be memorized prior to arrival. Track 1 should still bring music to rehearsals.

Where will Track 1 (Advanced Youth Choirs) sleep?

All participants - choristers, chaperones and staff - will be housed in university dormitories. Each participant will
receive a dormitory key and meal card upon check-in. Keep your keys and cards safe and on you at all times to
avoid replacement fees. There are ample restroom facilities. Linen service is available for an extra fee (check with
your choir if you purchased linen service!). All other singers need to pack their overnight bedding/pillow/towels.

What will we eat?

University of Puget Sound will provide all meals, served cafeteria style in Wheelock Student Center. Overnight
participants will have meal cards. Sunday only participants will simply be counted as they enter lunch (no cards

or tickets needed). Meals are “all you can eat” and will include a large variety of menu choices at each meal.

The Diner offers allergy-friendly selections for the 8 most common allergens and offer plenty of vegan/vegetarian
options. We also provide snacks for all festival participants in the evening and during rehearsal breaks on Sunday.

Are there any rules or expectations to remember?
Rehearsals must begin on time. Make sure you are not the one to hold the entire group behind.

= Give 100% to each rehearsal. Each rehearsal will greatly enhance the quality of our performances.
Give your full attention to our Guest Conductor. Remember: This is your concert!

= Be sure that your behavior reflects the standards of excellence that your choir stands for.

= Due to the closeness of the performers, please do not wear perfume / scented lotions / hairsprays.
You SHOULD wear deodorant. This applies to both rehearsals and concert.

= Be polite and on your best listening behavior when the other choirs are performing.
You will want the same courtesy from them when it's your turn.

= Respect ALL chaperones and festival staff in non-rehearsal circumstances. They are there to help and to
ensure the safety and well-being of each chorister.

What should | pack? EVERYONE

U Casual attire. Everyone will dress casually Saturday through Sunday morning. If your choir has matching t-
shirts, we encourage you to make this standard attire during the festival. It helps build unity among your
singers and presents a strong identity for your choir.

1 Formal concert attire. Whatever your choir normally wears for formal concerts.

Additional for Track 1 (Advanced Youth Choirs for overnight festival)

Optional, but fun: Dress-up outfit for Saturday night’s singer social — Western Hoedown!
Brush off your favorite cowboy hat, bandana and boots! Or just come as you are and dance the night away!

U Sleeping bag or bedding for twin XL, pillow, towels (not needed if you ordered linen service)
1 Pajamas, Toiletries

L Warm clothes and jacket/coat — just in case! It’s still spring.
a
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Reuseable water bottle clearly labeled with your name! Singers must stay hydrated.
Optional: Flashlight

Optional: Free time activities such as Frisbee, ball, jump rope, cards, book, journal
Label EVERYTHING! Then check Lost & Found as you leave, in case you lost something.

What are the emergency phone numbers available during the festival?
Becca K 360.440.2097 Stephanie 360.271.8086

Like us on Facebook! Watch Festival Concert Videos:
“Youth Choir Festival Northwest” YoulllD)  www.youtube.com/youthchoirfestival
www.facebook.com/youthchoirfestival
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